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Fall Ordeal 

On the weekend of September 9-11, we 

held our annual Fall Ordeal at beautiful 

Camp Merz in Mayville, New York. 

During the weekend, we inducted seven 

new ordeal members and had five 

Brotherhood commitments.  

 

We extend our hand out in gratitude to this 

small group of Arrowmen who completed 

an enormous amount of work for the 

camp. They were able to complete three 

large trail building projects up on the 

Hilltop area of the camp. 

 

In addition, four members sealed their ties of 

brotherhood on Saturday night, showing their 

willingness to make a greater commitment to both 

their home troops and the order. Thank you to all 

the Arrowmen who helped make this weekend a 

success. 

Calling All Ordeal Members 

Calling all Ordeal Members with ten 

months of service to the Order... we 

need you to make the Brotherhood 

commitment! For the remainder of the 

year we will be offering opportunities 

at all lodge events for you to take this 

next step in membership of our 

Brotherhood.  

 

This includes the Fall Fellowship at 

Elk Lick and the Christmas Party at 

Camp Merz.  

(For more information, consult the 

NEW Ordeal Member Handbook on 

oalodge165.org or e-mail us at 

oa.lodge165@gmail.com) 

 

FIND THE LODGE! 
Facebook 
Twitter 
oa.lodge165@gmail.com  
Text Lodge165 to 41411 
for text message updates! 
 

 

Pictured: 

 (above) 
Railroad tie 
steps, (right) 
Two bridges 
built over wet 
holes, (below) 
Beautiful trail 
leads to Hilltop 
campsite. 

 

ARE YOUR DUES PAID? 
Remember to pay your 
dues at the Council Office! 
This money helps us 
support both Council and 
the Lodge. 
 
Αρπȣ ρ 9ÅÁÒ 
$19ȣ ς 9ÅÁÒÓ 
Αςχȣ σ 9ÅÁÒÓ 
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Catch the Vision this Fall! 

“Catch the Vision” at our Fall Fellowship at ELSR 

November 11-13! We will spend the weekend 

learning about our heritage in the Order of the 

Arrow and partying hard! As we get in touch with 

our roots we will be celebrating Scouting through 

Native American culture, games, and more. This 

will be a great weekend with our brothers, playing 

games and learning about what it means to be an 

Arrowman.  

 

We will be having Brotherhood Commitments 

on Saturday. We will have a Thanksgiving feast 

on Saturday night followed by Officer Elections.  

Feel free to bring video games, cards, board games 

and movies. This is a weekend for nothing but 

celebrating brotherhood and fellowship in the OA. 

Register now at the council office, 716-665-2697, 

or online, e-mail oa.lodge165@gmail.com! 

 

Get involved with the Lodge! 

We have many opportunities for leadership in the 

Lodge. As we progress we must expand our 

program to be effective as a Lodge. If you are 

interested in taking a more active role in the lodge, 

consider helping out in one of the following areas, 

or running for a position on the Lodge Executive 

Committee during our Officer Elections at the 

Fall Fellowship, November 11-13. 

Ceremonies: We hope to expand our Ceremonies 

team dramatically. We currently have five 

Arrowmen on the Ceremonies team, we would like 

to have 20. We ALWAYS have room for another. 

If you are interested in joining, contact Ricky, at 

mobius15@me.com or e-mail the Lodge at 

oa.lodge165@gmail.com.  

Program: You can volunteer to help run events at 

a Fellowship, you can join the Lodge ServiceCorps 

for Calumet, or help with one of the Lodge 

fundraisers (dunk tank @ Calumet or hot dog stand 

at Civil War Camporee). To get involved with 

program, e-mail Bryce at lilfoot69@gmail.com or 

contact the Lodge at oa.lodge165@gmail.com.  

Communications: We currently have an open 

position on our Lodge LEC. Our elected Vice- 

Chief of Communications has stepped down, if 

you are interested in this position, e-mail us at 

oa.lodge165. 
 

NOAC . . . 2012! 

Held at Michigan State University, the National 

Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) is the 

ultimate Scouting experience. The 2012 NOAC 

will be one of the largest yet with over 12,000 

Arrowmen in attendance.  

 

NOAC will feature a number of unique events, 

including National competitions for Ceremonies, 

Drum and Dance. Other events will include the 

shows, the OA history museum, and awesome 

gaming events. Highlights like the Founderôs Day 

Parade (every Lodge in the nation has a float), 

Hodag (ice cream social with 12,000 scouts and 

live music), and the inter-Region dodge ball battle 

are staples of the NOAC program.  

 

The conference has every opportunity for great 

Scouting experiences. Attending Arrowmen can 

partake in service projects, high adventure 

opportunities, leadership training, American Indian  

Activities training, and much more. Those who are 

not so ambitious can have a great time meeting 

new friends and sharing their experiences with 

people from around the nation. 

 

NOAC is an inspiring meeting of Arrowmen from 

across the Nation. 9,000 strong, with one purpose 

and one mindé at NOAC, you can change the 

world.  

 

Our estimated cost is $500, sign up now to start 

making payments! To register, contact the Lodge 

at oa.lodge165@gmail.com. 
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Angelica sale a success! 
We would like to thank all of the Arrowmen who 

helped out at our Angelica stand: Bryce, Aaron, 

Ben, Alex, Mary Lou, Wayne, Kevin, Bob, Todd 

and Steve. These Arrowmen demonstrated 

amazing dedication to the Lodge; thanks to their 

efforts this fundraiser was able to generate  

over $1,000 for the Lodge! 

 

3rd Annual OA Christmas Party 
Come on out and join us for the third annual OA 

Christmas party on Saturday, December 10th at Camp 

Merz. All members are welcome on this night of fun, 

fellowship, and food. The party will begin at 6 pm, so 

see you there. 

 

Lodge Banquet 
This year’s OA family banquet will be held on 

Saturday, January 7th at 6 pm. Please note the 

change in the date from that on the calendar. All  

Arrowmen, young and old are welcome to attend 

with their families and celebrate the Lodge’s 

accomplishments in the previous year. Bring your 

scouting memorabilia to share with others. 

Gathering will begin at 6:00 with dinner beginning 

at 6:30. The locations for this event will once again 

be the Limestone Firemen’s Hall. Cost will be 

$15.00 per person and reservations will be needed.  

Please RSVP through the Council Office or with 

the lodge at oa.lodge165@gmail.com. 

 

Words from the Chief 
Brothers, 

We have had a great year! We hosted 

Conclave, we attended National events like 

SummitCorps and Indian Summer, we’ve serviced 

events like Calumet and the Angelica camporee. 

Our Lodge is doing a lot, and we do get better all 

the time. Unfortunately, we still face many 

problems. 

Even as our Lodge continues to improve, our 

attendance is going down. At our Fall Ordeal, we 

performed some amazing service for Camp Merz. 

We built trails, bridges and stairs… with just seven 

inductees! Think of what we could accomplish 

with twenty! Ours is an incredible organization, 

but so few people are taking advantage of the 

opportunities it provides. 

What do you stand to gain from becoming more 

involved with the Lodge? Leadership, 

Fellowship, and Life-Changing Experiences. I 

would like to take a moment to tell you about my 

experience with these things in the OA. 

Leadership is something I may never have 

acquired had it not been for the Order of the 

Arrow. Sure, I was an Eagle Scout before I became 

Lodge Chief, but this organization has presented 

me with challenges, training, and opportunities I 

would never have faced otherwise. As a scout, you 

are faced with challenges between other scouts; in 

the Order of the Arrow, I have worked with people 

all over the country! It always pushes your 

boundaries; it takes you places you never thought 

you could be. 

It has been said that you can judge a man by the 

company he keeps. If this is true at all, it speaks 

volumes about life in the Order of the Arrow. 

Everywhere you go in this organization, you see, 

interact and bond with the leaders of tomorrow. 

This Fellowship is one of the greatest treasures of 

Scouting. In the Order of the Arrow, I have made 

great friends. I’ve worked with the best of the best 

from all over the country. These brothers are 

tomorrow’s CEO’s, presidents, doctors, 

athletes…the people you meet in the OA are 

incredible. 

Last year, I went to Northern Tier on the OA 

Wilderness Voyage trek. I spent two weeks living 

in nature with six other guys. We carried 

everything, we had no soap or deodorant, and it 

was one of the best experiences of my life. We 

spent six days repairing a trail originally built by 

the CCC in the 30s. We spent the next six canoeing 

(and portaging) over 100 miles back to the base 

camp. This just one of the many life-changing 

opportunities I have had in the OA. From the 

fellowship of 9,000+ Arrowmen at NOAC, to the 

time I crawled under a downed tree with a canoe 
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on my back, to our annual Fellowships and 

Ordeals, my life is changed every time I put on the 

sash. These are experiences I wouldn’t trade for 

anything. They push your boundaries, they urge 

you forward; they revolutionize the way you think. 

The Order of the Arrow offers you experiences that 

will change your life forever. 

So what’s the point? Get more involved! Take 

advantage of these amazing opportunities. Our 

Order and our world is starving for men of 

character, people who can do anything and who 

know it. And nothing teaches that like the OA. 

Yours in Brotherhood, 

Braden Stewart 

Lodge Chief 

WWW 

 
Lodge Advisor’s minute 
 

Brothers, 

After a busy summer most of you have returned 

to school.  While you surely are busy, don’t lose 

interest in Scouting. Your involvement here will 

serve you for life.  

I would like to remind you that this is a great 

time to take the Brotherhood.  The Lodge needs 

dedicated Arrowmen like you to take that next step 

in service so we may continue to be a quality 

Lodge.  We have fellowship weekend coming up 

soon and will be doing Brotherhood 

commitments—I urge you to take that next step.  

As the leaves are changing and fall is in the air 

that can only mean one thing—Election time! The 

Lodge needs good officers.  We will be holding 

Lodge elections at the Fellowship, if you are 

interested in a position please get a hold of us.   

NOAC is next summer! Now is the time to start 

planning for it. E-mail the Lodge for more 

information about registering for NOAC at 

oa.lodge165@gmail.com. NOAC is a great 

experience and you won’t regret the trip! 

Yours in Brotherhood and Service, 

 Shane Wilson 

 Lodge Advisor 

 WWW 

 
Does your troop have an OA Troop Rep? 
 

Now you can get more involved with the Lodge 

through your Troop with the OA Troop 

Representative program!  

 

The Troop Rep is a contact for the Lodge in your 

Troop. The Troop Rep keeps the Arrowmen in 

your troop informed about upcoming events and 

activities with the Lodge. Your Troop 

Representative lets the Lodge know what we can 

do to help your troop.  

 

Plus the OA Troop Representative is an elected 

position in your troop, so it works towards Star, 

Life and Eagle.  

 

Talk to your Scoutmaster about implementing the 

Troop Representative program in your Troop, and 

register your new Troop Representative with the 

Lodge at oa.lodge165@gmail.com. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Fall Fellowship…………………….11/11-13/2011 

Christmas Party………………………..12/10/2011 

Family Banquet………………………....1/07/2012 

Leadership Summit………………….1/14-15/2012 

Spring Fellowship……...……3/30/2012-4/01/2012 

NOAC……………………….7/30/2012-8/04/2012 

 
 
 
Contact Information for your Officers: 
 

Lodge Chief  

 Braden Stewart………….yrgul66@gmail.com 

Executive Vice Chief 

   Mike Embs…….…michaelembs@yahoo.com 

Vice-Chief Program  

   Bryce Anderson...……..lilfoot69@gmail.com  

Vice-Chief Communications  

N/A 

Vice-Chief Ceremonies  

   Richard Kenney….………mobius15@me.com  

Secretary-Treasurer 

N/A 

Two Lakes Representative 

   Jared Hallberg……...….j_rodd1995@yahoo.com 

Western Gate Representative  

   Zachary Metcalf………...zmetcalf@hotmail.com 

Lodge Advisor 

   Shane Wilson…………swilsonent@hotmail.com 

 

Lodge E-mail……………oa.lodge165@gmail.com 

mailto:yrgul66@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1265656641371&zx=i3t512-l8qsbs
https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1265656641371&zx=i3t512-l8qsbs
https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1265656641371&zx=i3t512-l8qsbs

